
Jets Trying to Get Line 
On Linebacking Corps 
By Greg Logan 

The magnitude of the numbers is numbing. The 
Jets' injury-tom defense was shredded for 183 points 
in the five-game collapse at the end of last season. 
Miami and Pittsburgh each scored 45 points against 
the Jets, and Cincinnati added the final 52-point 
insult to the injuries. Defensive coordinator Bud 
Carson has to start picking up the pieces some­
where, and the logical place is linebacker. 

Although former Pro Bowler Lance Mehl isn't 
expected to return until mid-October after major 
knee surgery, Carson appears to have more options 
than ever a t linebacker since he installed the 3-4 
defense in 1985. The first of a series of experim~nts 
that figures to last almost to the Sept. 13 season 
opener is being conducted during the four-day veter­
ans minicamp this week at Hofstra. 

Since the defensive line produced only 15½ 
sacks last season and will be without nose tackle 
Joe Klecko (knee surgery) until at least mid-No­
vember, the linebackers' ability to help the pass 
rush will be extremely important. "It's try-it-and­
see with a lot of different things," veteran line­
backer Bob Crable said. "We have to see how the 
pass rush looks. I think they have a lot of ideas in 
mind, but nothing is etched in stone." Least of all, 
Crable's position. 

In his first full season since recovering from knee 
surgery, Crable proved himself an effective blitzer 
from the right outside linebacker position, totaling 
3½ sacks and numerous pressures. But he has been 
shifted to the left outside position, where he would 
line up against the strong side of the offense and be-

more responsible for stopping the run. It's also possi­
ble he may begin the season at the inside right posi­
tion until Mehl returns. 

"Yd like to be set either inside or outside," Crable 
said. "It's a different style and temperament. But 
moving from side to side is no problem." 

Kevin McArthur, who was cut in training camp 
and re-signed after Mehl went down, finished the 
season at the right inside spot but will be tried at 
Crable's former right outside post. For the moment, 
second-year backup Troy Benson and free-agent Jay 
Brophy, who previously started for Miami, are work­
ing at right inside linebacker. The only certainty is 
that Kyle Clifton, who led the Jets in tackles for the 
second straight season, is the left inside starter. 

Veterans Matt Monger and Rusty Guilbeau, who 
finished as the left outside starter last season but is 
not attending minicamp because he is unsigned, are 
listed behind McArthur at right outside linebacker. 
Rogers Alexander, a fourth-round pick who was re­
leased last season, is behind Crable at left outside. 

Then, there are the rookies. Second-round pick 
Alex Gordon, who will be tried at left outside, and 
third-rounder Onzy Elam, a possibility as a blitzer 
at right outside, have a chance to crack the lineup. 
·Bob Timmer, an 11th-round pick, will line up inside. 

Crable expressed caution about the ability of the 
rookies to have an immediate impact. "The scheme 
of the defense is difficult for a rookie to pick up," 
Crable said. "He's busy learning the system, and 
that's a lot of pressure for a young kid. We blitz 
people here and there; there's situation substitution. 
It's a lot to remember." 

Iowa: Agent Paid Harmon 
Combined News Services 

Iowa City, Iowa - Ronnie Harmon, a Bayside 
High School graduate who is now a running 
back with the Buffalo Bills, is one of two former 
University of Iowa players who received pay­
ments from sports agent Norby Walters while 
playing football for the Hawkeyes in 1985, a 
university committee confirmed yesterday. 

The report from a three-member committee 
identified the players only as "Student A" and 
"Student B." But at a news conference to release 
the report, committee member David Vernon 
identified Harmon as "Student A." 

University president James 0. Freedman or­
ganized the committee after published reports 
said Harmon received up to $54,000 from Wal­
ters in 1984 and 1985. 

The committee report said it uncovered mon­
ey orders from Walters to the two players, with 
Harmon getting a total of $1,000 in four pay­
ments and the other player $575. Vernon said 
the committee could not find evidence of the rest 
of the money Walters says he paid Harmon. 

Harmon reportedly dismissed Walters before 
signing with the Bills, and Walters is suing 
Harmon for breach of contract .. 

Gone ~st Wins Withers 
Trainer Woody Stephens is convinced that 

Gotham Stakes winner Gone West would have played 
an important role in-the Kentucky Derby had the colt 
been there. But owner James P. Mills, who is 79 and 
in poor health, chose not to fight the Churchill Downs 
crowd on Derby Day, deciding to await yesterday's 
$115,200 Withers Stakes on opening day of the Bel­
mont Park spring meeting. Mills has a box at Bel­
mont and the crowd yesterday 
was about 120,000 short of HORSE 
Churchill Downs' 130,532 atten-
dance Saturday. RAC I NG 

Gone West wore no roses NOTEBOOK 
yesterday and earned substan-
tially less than did the Derby Paul 
winner, Alysheba. Neverthe- Moran 
less, he got the job done for his 
owner and the bettors who 
made him a 1-5 favorite in the 112th Withers. The 
colt by Mr. Prospector and Secrettame put away the 
previously unbeaten Pentelicus early and without 
great argument, then held off a mild bid by High 
Brite to win the Withers by a half-length under Ed­
die Maple. He ran a mile on the muddy main track 
in 1:36 2/5, coming from just off a moderate pace. "I 
thought he might have beat these horses a little 
easier," Stephens said. 

Although the Withers often produces a Preakness 
prospect, Gone West is not likely to join the Triple 
Crown until the June 6 Belmont Stakes, which Ste­
phens has won for five consecutive years. "I believe 
the [May 24] Peter Pan will be next," Stephens said. 
"That way, we stay here and don't have to ship." 

. 'Eb.e Wjthers, worth .$82,620 to the winner, ,ip.~ 
eluding a ·Breeders' Cup premium, increaJreS Gone 

'.... ... ~ ,. 

West's career earnings to $478,169. 

■ Injured Ogygian is reti.red 
Tartan Farm president John Nerud announced 

the retirement of Ogygian, a multiple-stakes-win­
ning 4-year-old, shortly before yesterday's first race. 

"We are retiring him because of injuries to his 
ankles and problems with his back," Nerud said. 
"He ran the first bad race of his life in the Bold Ruler 
[April 11) and we felt that the situation was not 
going to improve. It was time to stop." 

Ogygian, who was being pointed toward the Met­
ropolitan Handicap, won 7 of 10 starts and $465,520. 

■ Java Gold out of Belmont 
Rokeby Stable's Java Gold, whose temperature 

was as high as 103 degrees Tuesday, no longer is a 
Belmont Stakes candidate, according to trainer Mack 
Miller. Java Gold, who won his two starts this season, 

-also is suffering from a cough. "This wipes us out of 
everything," Miller said. "We'll see you in August." 

■ Allumeuse betton lose again 
Queens Civil Court Judge Jocelyn Smith ruled 

yesterday that the New York Racing Association and 
the stewards at Saratoga acted correctly "as a matter 
of fact" in the Allumeuse incident Aug. 2. 

Smith ruled that the NYRA and the stewards 
correctly followed the rules of racing after the inci­
dent, in which Allumeuse was disqualified wrongly 
ap.dJ>~ttors were denied payoffs. Three previous suits 
alsp _have been diamissed; witb another ;pendin~. 
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GOLF BAGS I * SPALDING R.YWG s11" 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT COUPOI I LADY DZ 

All ITEMS IN STOCK I * RAM GOLDEN GIRLS10~ 
SUPER DISCOUNT FROM OUR * LADY TITLE1ST s14n 

LOW LOW WAREHOUSE ~O~E DOZEN p FAMILY DZ 
SAL£ PRJCE. OFFER EXPIRES 5 12 87 

l!'m FROMS39.!15 

- TO $54.95 

FROM $54.96 ffn 
T0$79.95 -

~ FROM$79.96 
- TO $149.95 

FROM $149.96 l!!'ffl 
ORMORE ~ 

LAO/ES GOLF SHOES 
NIKE, FOOT JOY 
BOBBY CLAMPE'TT, s500 DEXTER & £TONIC 

GOLF SHOE 2~ 
... ORE DtSCOUNT FROM OUR LOW 
LOW WAREHOUSE SALE PRICE 
TAG SHOE PRICE S35 OR MORE EX 
CEPT "'ANAGERS SPECIAL SALE 
ITEMS • 

OFFER EXPIRES 5 1287 

GOLF CARTS 
All NAME BRUD IN STOCI 

I* ~~U~~~T=:=~~~:~~ 0:} T * I s7 0 0 MORE DISCOUNT 
FROM OUR LOW 
W,t,REHOUSE raoTESIIlifFCi.lJB7 OFF SALE PRICE 

I DISCOUNT COUPON I OFFER EXPIRES 5 12 87 

I S'igoo IF YOL PURCH,..SE 3

1 
WITH THIS.AO ONLY 

WOODS "ND B IRONS 
SET PRICE 5199 95 

I WITH cou~~= gi~:~f~jr F~:1e I 
lcoupen Exp 5 12 87 o<N IT HEADCDVER I 

FREE MacGrE19or Classic Spur 
Putter with Purchase 

MITSUBISHI GOLf TRAINER 
GL-300 GL-500 

• 169H E" •279H EA 

Golf Range Ander ,. $5.95 !A. * Electric Putting Cup .!12.95 !A. 

* Knit Headcover3 pc.~-S&. 75 sr * Golf-n-go ........ . $149.95 !A. 

* Deluxe Putting Mat .. $39.95 !A. 

THE PLAZA AT 
MID-ISLAND 3 HOURS 

MON -SAT 10-9, 
SUN 11 ◄ 

HICKSVILLE 
(516) 933-7533 I.JTSIOE 

ENIBANCE 

29N~C ro:,1T. s,J,i::i.~:ol( RT 1 AT ,-287 
MANHATTAN I SADDLE BROOK. N J I EDISON. N J. 

(212) 564-2255 (201) 845-8833 12011548-8855 

VISA• MASTERCARD• CHECK ACCEPTED 

~imply <"ljou'tj, 
0 WHERE VALENTINE FANTASIES 

ARE MADE" 

LOOK FOR 
OUR ½ 
PRICE SALE 

CORNER 
We Have X-Citing Teddy's, Baby Dolls, Fashion 
Corsets , Newest Look Gowns And Other X-Citing 

Intimate Apparel 

Also Available 

For Your Added Pleasure 

Sensual Lotions, Creams, Oils & Jells 
Free Gih Boxes 

Open this Sunday 11-3 PM for Last Minute 
Shoppers 

May ~~h~~v 9th 278 JERICHO TPKE., MINEOLA 

M~~;;~rF-6 (516) 741-3339 

3DAYS/S4 
CITY ACTION ADS in 
New York Newsday 

Classified 
,. ◄.,. 

(718) 343-9000 
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