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College Stars May Have Been Ineligible. 
By MICHAEL GOODWIN 

court documents filed as part of an 
agent's suits against several or the 
nation's top college football players 
contain promissory notes for several 
thousand dollars signed by the 
players. If the signatures are valid, 
the players violated college rules and 
should have been ineligible to play. 

The players Include such all-Amer• 
icans as Brent Fullwood, the Auburn 
running back; Rod Woodson, a cor­
nerback from Purdue, and Tony 
Woods, a defensive lineman from the 
University of P ittsburgh. All were 
clients of Norby Walter s, a New 
York-based agent. 

Under National Collegiate Athlet ic 

Agent's Lawsuits Tell of Loans 
Association rules, a player receiving 
payments or entering Into an agree­
ment with an agent loses any further 
eligibility In the sport Involved. 
Penalizing the players is Impossible 
now because all have exhausted their 
college eligibility. Although the 
schools can be penalized, such penal­
ties are generally not invoked,· 
N.C.A.A. officials said. 

"Unless the Institution had know!~ 
edge that there was contact between 
the student-athlete and the agent, it's 
unlikely you can tie the lnstltutlon 

Into It," said Rick Evrard, director of. 
leglslatlve services for the N.C.A.A. 

Each of th, five school s involved -
two player s from Florida and one 
from Clem SOl'I ar-e also being sued by 
Walters - hwe conducted investiga­
tions. Most reclined to divulge what 
they had fa.ind, saying they had 
turned the Informal.Ion over to their 
conferences c,r to the N.C.A.A. 

An exception was Pittsbur gh, 
where the atllletlc director, Dr. Roy 
Bozlk, said tlat Woods had acknowl• 
edged taking money during his play-

ingcareer. 
" Tony adm itted It to us," Bozik 

said. "We played with an Ineligible 
p layer, without our knowledge, a.nd 
we've reported It to the N.C.A.A." 

Walters Is also the agent at the cen­
ter of an Investigation by the F .8 .1. 
into alleged threats made by him and 
an associate against players and 
agents. Walters denied making the. 
threats or having any knowledge of 
t hem. 

Suits Against 6 Players 
Walters has said that he signed 

agreements to represent as m any as 
20 top college players and that "a 
few" of the players took money from 
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him while they had college eligibility 
remaining. 'Though Walters would not 
Identify those who took money, he has 
flied suit against six players, charg­
ing that each failed to repay loans 
and breached representation agree­
ments with him. 

Each or his lawsuits, filed In New 
York State Supreme court in recent 
weeks. contains contracts dated Jan. 
2, 1987 - the first day that senior 
players could sign such agreements 
under N.C.A.A. rules. However, each 
suit also contains copies of Joan 
!l&reementS for.sev~ral thousand doJ• 

lars that were dated at various umes 
before the most recent football sea­
son. Each agreement carries the 
name of a player and a signature. 
purported to be that or the player. 
Each of the Joan agreements says ll'le 
money was 10 be repaid through the 
pl ale r's earnings in professional root• 
bal. 

'The promissory notes were fairly 
unlrorm. The sutt against Fullwood. 
ror example, says he took $4,000 last 
Aug. 20, before the football season 
began. The note be.ars the signature 
'"Brent Fullwood." 

A person close lo FuUwood, who 
asked not to be ldentUled, said Full-
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wood had acknowledged to Auburn or­
ficials and others that he took more 
than $8,000 rrom Wailers before his 
college eligibility expired. Attempts 
to reach Fullwood were unsuccessful, 
There was no response to messages 
left with his mother In Orlando, Fla. 

Court documents on the Woodson 
case include a handwritten note, 
dated May 20, 1986, saying that Wood• 
son acknowledged taking $4,000 and Is 
signed "Rod Woodson." Attempts 10 
re.ach Woodson. who ts a hurdler on 
the Purdue track team and, with Full­
wood, o likely high first-round Na­
tional Football League draft choice, 
were unsuccessful. 1l1ere was no r& 
sponse to a message left at the school. 
Jim Vruggink, the sports information 

• director at Purdue, who said he gave 
the rr.essage 10 Woodson, said the re­
sults of the school's inquiry were 
turned over to the Big Ten Confer• 
ence. 

Over all, Walters's suit says, he 
gave Woodson over $21,000. Each of 
the suits asks for repayment and at 

• 1eas1 $500,000 In damages. 
Football players at five Big Ten 

schools - Purdue, Ohio St.ate, Michi­
gan State, Michigan and Iowa - have 
been linked to Walters in published 
reports. However, Walters has med 
suit agalnst only two: Woodson and 
Ronnie Harmon, formerly of Iowa, 
who played last season with the Buf­
falo BIils. Walters has declined 10 
Identify most of the others he repr& 
sents. 

Wailers has said he gave Harmon 
, "a substantial amount" of money 

when the running back was at Iowa. 
a1though his suit does not include any 
notes. Harmon's attorney and new 
agenl. Martin Rausch, did not return 
several telephone messages. How~ 
ever, United Press International has 
rePOrted Rausch said that Harmon 
took the money while at Iowa but d id 
not know the payments were improp• 
er. 

Wayne Duke, the Big Ten commis­
sioner, said he did not have a .. com­
plete report" from any or the schools 
yet, but added: " I'm obviously very 
conc<med about this. I think this is a 
very grave maner:· 

Woods, the Pittsburgh lineman, got 
$2,500 from Wailers on Feb. 10, 1986, 
according to the lawsuit, which says 
that he took an additional S8,SOO at 
later, unspeciUed dates, 

Botlk said that Woods admitted 
that he signed a contract w~tr, .. W~I-

ters - the one dated Jan. 2. HltJ7 - tn 
February 1986, the same time he 
signed the loan agreement. 

The Florida playe.rs named In the 
suits were AdrJan White, a safety, and 
Frankie Neal, a wide receiver, "ho 
left Florida for Fort Hays Kansas 
State College before last season. They 
sued Walters and his New York firm, 
World Sports and Entertainment, 
seeking to cancel their contract ,wfth 
Walters. He countersued, citing che 
loan documents. The Clemson pla)'er 
was Terrence Flager. a tailback. 

Bill Amspargcr, the new athletic 
director at Florida, said only that 
.. lhe university is not involved in any 
way with this and there ls no eligibil­
ity Involved." Pressed as to what the 
school's inquiry had turned up about 
whether White and Neal violated Che 
rules, he said, "J 've been advised not 
to comment.'' 

Mel Levine. the agent now repre-, 
senllng While and Neal, said It was 
clear the players had signed an 
agreement with WaJters, but he was 
not sure when or whether they had 
taken money. 

At Clemson, Bobby Robinson, the 
ath letic director. said that the school 
filed a report with che Atlantic Coast 
Conference and would have no fur­
ther comment. 

A Dem olition 
For the Derby 

There are plenty of ways to lose the 
Kenlucky Derby. but owners have 
naturally always cherished those that 
excuse defeat without diminishing 
their own opinion or their J .. year-ol<ls: 
the supposedly hard and cuppy 
Churchill Downs track. the traffic 
problems caused by the huge flc1ds, 
the dlsiractlons posed by 100,000 
noisy spectators. One old favorite, 
though, wJJI no longer be handy when 
the Derby Is run for the 113th time 
three weeks from tomorrow. The 
Louisville paddock, long among the 
more lcgltfmate sources of concern, 
has been leveled and replaced with a 
"""H' '"'""'"' ~h,i,t =U11,_,...,,_ tlttl& .,"'"'"" #,.., 
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