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To a New Set of Questions 

Tony Razzano, 4kn director of college acou 

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY 

IN the old days, as a National Foot­
ball League draft approached. 
tea.ms worried more about a 

prospec;t's size and speed than 
his financ:ial demands and so. ,. • 
dal habits. Scouts were satls- ~ 
lied knowing about a quarter. 
back's arm. a receiver's hands 
and a deffflSive ba.ck's qutckne:sS. 
Things like that. 

These days that"s aot enough. 
These days. the N.F.L. clubs are ask­
Ing other kinds of queslloos. Now they 
want to know about agility, vertical 
jumps. perc:entage of bocly lat, hang 
Ume, who his agent is and what kJnd 
of "citizen•• is he, whk.iJ is a polite 
way ol asking, "Has the kJd used 
drugs?•· And II so, what kind and to 
what OJttent. 

With respect to the last, $0Me of the 
answers have been frightening, and 
that's why this year's Oralt, which 
will be conducted Tuesday. has a new 
and disturbing dimension to lt: When 
the scouting combines brought to 
New Orleans In January more than 
300 of the best dralt-ellglble players 
for timing and testing, ST of them -
almost one In five- tested positively 
for drug use, Including three for co­
caine. Never berore had so many 
players shown traces of drugs In their 
system$, and never had even one 
tested poSlti~ely for cocaine. 

Those startlln,e. develOJ)men1.$ have 
tainted the proceedings this year In 
that each club was given a Ust of 
those_ Who_ t~tC:d po.,JUvely an_d wha~ 

8o l aclcson, above, rated the 
best nmnJng back since o . I . 
Slmpsoo; ltellb Byus, left,-ls a 
queston mark after foot sii:rgeey; 
J Im Everett, the lllost blgbly 
regaNled quartert>ack. 



t ose otest postv yan w t 
was found in their systems. Several 
teams have said they would not drall 
any of them: others l'.ave saJd a 
player•s drug us~ wOllld have little or 
no effect on how he ls e-1aluated. 

Top Players by Position 

AU that remains to be seen.. But 
many personnel experts and player 
agents agree that a player on the Jlst 
faces the disttnct posslbillty of being . 
drafted on e. round below what hi$ 
football ab!IIUes would otherwise dic­
tate- If he ls drafted at all. Anattorp 
ney who represents one of the pta.yen 
who tested positively for cocaine ac­
knowledged that he had sent a letter 
to each of the teams, promising that 
his client has no dNg problem. 

QUARTERBACKS 
Jim Everett, Purdue 
Chuck Long, Iowa 
Jack Trudeau, Illinois 
WIDE RECEIVERS 

RUNNING BACKS 
Bo Jackson, Aubum 
Keith Syars, Ohio State 
Rogglo Dupard, S.M .U. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Tony Caslllas (DTI. Okla. 
Jon Hand (DE), Alabama 

Tim McGee. Tennessee 
Mike Sherrard, U .C.L.A. 
Walter Murray, Hawaii Leslie O 'Neal (DE), Okla. State 

TIGHT ENDS LINEBACKERS 
Wlllle Smith. Mlaml(Fla.) 
Carl Hilton, Houston 
Scott Gieselman, B.C. 

Ttrn talerrb (0). Memphl& St-et& 
Tim Groen (I). Syracuse 
Joe Kelly (0). Washinglon 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSIVE BACKS 
David Fulcher (S). Arizona State 
ROderlck Jones (CS), S.M .U. 
Mork'Colllns (CS), Cat.-Fullerton 

"l wou1d say the Whole league ls 
dls.turbed over the drug issue,'' said 
Dick Steinberg, the New England Pa­
triots' persoMel director. "Every-

Jim Oombrowsl<i (T), Virginia 
John Rienstra (G), Tempie 
James Fl1%Patrlck <Tl. U.S.C. 

PLACE KICKERS PUNTERS 
John Lee, U.C.L.A. Lowis Colbert, Auburn 

COnttn.ued on Page ll, Colwn.n 1 

Jets and Giants Study Picks 
Trades Could Change 
Options in Early Rounds 

By F RANK LITSKY 

In Tuesday's National Football 
League draft, the Giants will be look­
Ing !or help at many positions - de­
tensive line, inside linebacker. de­
fensive backfiald. wtde receiver and 
running back. 

So whom will they choose In the 
first round? Maybe a n offensive lineman. It's that 
kind of a draft. 

.. This is not a blue-chip draft," said General Man­
ager George Young of tbe Giants, "but a. strong blue­
coUar draft. A lot of people think there•s better quan­
tit)' than quality.•· 

The suongest positions ln the draft are offensive 
line (tackle and guard) and running back. The Giants 
are not tookJng for he.Ip in the offensive line. In fact, 
three offensive linemen who missed last season be. 
cause of lnjurfes - WUllam Roberts, Brian Johnston 
and Damien Johnson - are returning. 

Because the Giants reached the playoffs last year. 
thelr rtrst-roWld Cllolce w111 come n:Jat.lvicly lutie in U1e 
draft, 19th among the 28 teams. Most of the blue.chip, 
players will be gont by then, so II the best player 
available ls on offensive lineman the Giants probably 

Continued OD Page 10, Column l 

Offensive Line Presents 
No. 1 Area of Concern 

By GERALD ESKENAl.l 

These are the limes that bring a 
bay's mlschJevous grln to Mike 
Hickey's freckled face. Just what 
devilish thing Is Hickey, the Jets' 
droft maestro. golng to do now? 

The Jets, who choose 2.2d in the 
National Football League draft 

Tuesday. need help on the offensive line- the dn,ft •• 
deepest position - and linebacl<ets, along with a 
healthy nmnlng back and defensive back. 

As the club's player.personnel director, Mlke 
Hickey Is the fellow who pleaded tt.e obscure Ke.n 
O'Brien's case ln 1983. and the Jets made him the.tr 
No. 1 draft choice. 

But this is 1986. What will ll be? 
"I plead the Fifth," said Hickey, retaining the 

close-to-the-vest posture that marks the Jets. Coach 
Joe Walton refused to say whether the Jets would 
even consider drafCJng any c.oUegfon wbo tested post. 
lively for Illegal drugs. 

But wl1cn Wollun w~ ~keel abuut Un: oUenslvc 
line. he tightened his Ups. Walton has been a remark• 
ably aggressive coach the last few seasons with the 
Jets. He dismissed people when the club did badly 

Continued on Pase 11. Cclum.n s 
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Teams Are Looking for Answers to a New Set of Questions 
Contlnued From P age l 

body should be disturbed." 
Such goinp on have denectcd at­

tention from the usual frenzy anti ln-­
trigue that makes each draft dlstlne­
tlve. As the 28 clubs completed lhelr 
work on this one - flying In a player 
for one last look. checking with a 
coachforonemorefact,rearrar.:iJlg 
their draft board once more - the 
major story lines remained the 
same: What will happen to Bo Jack­
son. the outstanding nmning back 
from Auburn who figures to be the 
first player taken? Wllo wUJ get the 
unusually large number or good run. 
nlrlg baclus. oUt:nsive Uncmcn ond de-­
lenslve linemen? And, which clubs 
will get the best quarterbacks? 

• 
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers have 

the opening pick. Strange as It may 
seem, that could be a problem. Jack­
son has not only been bailed as the 
best football player coming out since 
o. J. Simpson. he Is also lughly re­
garded as a future star outrtelder in 
major league baseball. That's wby be 
has said he will wait until the baseball 
draft In early June to decide If he'll 
wear a cap or a helmet. Jf it sounds 
Ukc o sc.are t.aetJc to get more money 
from football , It may not be. Doug 
Metvln. a vice president of the BalU• 
more Orioles and a persoMel expert, 
saJd from aJI r ep0ns he has read. 
Jackson ls "the best amateur talent 
we•ve seen ln the last 30 years.·• 
That's an opinion, he added, lllat Is 
shared by most other baseball organl­
zattons. 

By d.ra.rt.tng him. the Buccaneers 
are taking a big risk. A source close to 
Jackson says the baseball option Is no 
Idle threat. The road to the majors 
may include an early stop in the 
minors. "but alter thatbe·· the source 
said, " the money w111 about the 
sea.mo. and he can play baseb8II unttl 
he's <40. How long do most running 
backs last In the N.F.L. ?" About live 
years. 

Or. the Buccaneers can trade him. 
The San Francisco 49ers have been 
making a big pitch- two players and 
two high draft choices - to get Nm. 
The Buccaneers have been listening; 
they just can't a.gree on which players 
1he Buccaneers would get. 

Money ls another issue. Jackson 
wantS something like $1.3 mllllon a 
year, Which would make him the 

highost-paJ.d player ln th.P. IP.ague. 
The second-moot coveted player In 

the draft Ls Jim Evereu. the quarter­
back from Purdue, although be might 
not be the second player taken. Ever­
ett's stock rose predpltously last 
week as it became clear ho was the 
most highly regarded quarterback 
available and a prospect who could 
develop quickly Into a starter. He 
completed nearly 60 pereent of hJs 
passes at Purdue for 7,411 ya.tds and 
43 touchdowns. The nearby Indianap­
olis CollS wanted him so badly that 
they gave the New Orleans SalnlS 
their third-round pick to switch posi­
tions In the first round. That gave the 
CollS the fourth slot, but that i::ould be 
as many as two too low. The Atlanta 
Falcons and the Houston Oilers follow 
the Buccaneers, and it's possible 
Everett wlll be gone by the time the 
CollS are up. 

The Falcons put out the word they 
will take Tony C&slllas. the defensive 
tackle from Oklahoma, the best de• 
lenslve player In the draft and an 
ideal strongman to play nose guard In 

. Atlanta's new M defense4 You would 
think • team starting a season with 
Turk Schonert. David Archer and Bob 
Holly as ltS quarterbacks would think 
tw1ce aboUt Ignoring a guy like Ever­
ett. 

Out the Falcona, :;pcclflcally Coach 
Dan Henning. may be operating 
under more acute pressure. 

.. Look at It this way, .. said a rival 
general manager. "Henning knows 
he has to win this year or be may be 
out. casmas Is a guy who can come in 
right away and make a dltference. It 
may take Everett a year or two to d~ 
velop. Once he does, he could be their 
quarterback for the next 10 or JS 
years. Bu1 Henning may 001 have the 
luxury of looking that far Into the fu-
ture... • 

So here come the ''ifs.•• Every draft 
i.s loaded with Ifs: If this team does 
this, then that team does that. Imag­
ine. A c1ub s-pends hundn?ds of thou. 
sands of dollars to prepare for a draft. 
Then when it starts, It's at the mercy 
of the club picking In the precedlng 
position. 

If the Falcons take Everett, the 
Oilers wtll take casmas. If the Fal­
cons take Casillas. the Oilers have a 
blg deciSton to make. With the next• 
to-worst defense 1n the league last 
season. they need a big pass rusher 
like Leslie O'Neal of Oklahoma State 
or Jon Hand of Alabama more than 
another qua,rterback. 

The Nt:w York Ttmo/ Mtrk Pbtlbrldl 

Robbie Bosco, one of the top-rated quarterbacks, wltli the Chiefs' quarter-. 
back coach, Pete McCulley, on Brigham Young campus last week. 

But Ladd Heneg, the OIiers' gen­
eral manager, said last week he 
would pick Everett if he-"s there, a 
decision that could have rru1;jor reper­
cussions for Warren Moon, who has 
worked hard in two seasons to adjust 
after six yean in the C8nadian Foot• 
ball League. 

Keer, In mind. however. llerzee, bas 
made p redictions like that before. 
usually to serve a hidden agenda-at 
least that Is what several rival club 
ofllclals have suggested. 

"What I think they're doing,"' said 
one. "Is trying to bleed the Colts. 11>e 
Oilers figure they can get a good 
player to switch positions." Besides 
the CollS, who offered the Oilers a 
fifth-round p ick to switch poslUons, 
seven other teams have contacted the 
Oilers about switching In the first 
round, including the Kansas City 
Chiefs, who offered Ute wide receiver 
Henry Marshall, and the San Diego 
Chargers, who offered the wide re. 
ceiver Trumaine JoMSOn. 

Everen doesn't care what happens. 
"Any city that has an N.F.L. team Is 
flne with me," he said. 

Those who rate Everett as the toP 
quarterback agree oat Chuck Long 
or Iowa Is the best of the res1. a froup 
that includes Jack Trudeau o 1111-
nois, Robbie Bosco of Brigham Young 
and Mike Norseth of Kansas. The 
Colts can have Long without moving. 
But If they trade w-Ilh Houston to get 
Everett, the Oilers will trade down. 
Tbey have Long rated as a low first-

round pick beeause they don't think 
his arm is stongenough. Anyway. lolS 
of other 1eams llke Long, including 
the Detroit Ucns, the Seattle Sea­
hawks, the Chiefs, the Minnesota Vik­
ings and both Los Angeles teams, the 
Rams and the Raiders. 

It's possible, although not probable, 
th~t t.he ats~rans for uma might set• 
lie for one of the others as a first­
round pick. You never know with 
quarterbacks. Different teams have 
different convictions. Remember 
1983, wben six went In the first round? 
Everybody figured live had the poten­
tial - John Elway, Todd Blackledge, 
Jim Kelly, Tcny Eason and Dan 
Marino-but tile Jets pulled off what 
seemed like a sllocl<er when they toOk 
Ke:n O'Brien altiead of Marino, who 
was the last of them to go. Now, It 
doesn•t seem so shocking. O'Brien 
was the top-rated quarterback In the 
league 111-"t season. Co figure. 

• 
The same kind of varied opinions 

are at work thls yea,r with respect to 
the runnlng backs and the offensive 
llneme.n. 

After. Jackso•. Keith Byars of Ohio 
State was everybody•s favorite. Some 
teams liked him as much as Jackson. 
TheninJanuoryheneededsurgeryto 
repair a stress fracture on the little 
toe on bis rigtK fool, The injury Is 
heallng but maybe not f8"t enough to 
satisfy some teams that need a run-

ning back rtghr away. Jn the weeks 
before the drafl, Byars new around 
the country, offering tus foot and 
X-rays for closer examination. In one 
recent eight-<lay stretch, he visited 
the Raiders, the ◄9ers, the Seahawks, 
the Lions, the Steelers, the BUls, the 
Oilers and the Cowboys. From most 
accounlS, he's lf(y for this season. 
Some doctors have suggested It may 
be In bis best Interest to sit out 1986, a 
prognosis that may scare off some 
teams. His own doctor, Jack Hugh­
ston of Columbus, Oa .• bas told him 
he will be ready by July. 

.. Some cf the medJcal reports have 
beengoocl,somebad.," Byars said the 
other day. "I sUII think I'll go early, 
but now ru have to wait Uke every. 
body else." 

Other backs that could go In the 
opening n1W1d are Neal Anderson of 
Florida, Ronnie Hannon of Jowa. 
Cary James of Louisiana State, 
Reggie D1lpard of Southern Method­
ist, John L. Williams of Florida and 
Kenneth Davis of Texas Christian. 

These are the big offensive line­
man: Brion Jozwiak of West Virgin­
ia, Jim FltZPatrlck of SOuthem catl­
fomla, Jim Dombrowski of Virginia, 
John Rienstra of Temple and Doug 
WllllamsofTexasA&M. All but Rlen­
stra played tackle; RJenstra Is more 
of a guard. Dombrowski and Jozwiak 
wm probably be the flr3t to go. an<l 
none of them is likely to be there after 
the 15th p:ck, Seattle's; they are all 
that good. 

Tbe next deepest position is defen­
sive line. Casillas, O'Neal and Hand 
should all go within the top 10 picks, 
which i.s too bad for the .Jets and 
Giants. wllo would love to get one of 
them. lbe:, probab\ywon't. Without a 
trade, the GlanlS pick 19th In the first 
round, the Jets 22d. If one of the other 
linemen d.esn•t satisfy them - Mike 
Ruth of Boston College, Erik Howard 
of Washington State and Pat Swilling 
ol Georgie Tech - they will IOOk to 
players at other positions. The Jets 
need more offensive linemen. U~ 
backers end defensive backs. Toe 
Giants could use defensive linemen, a 
speedy wide receiver. another Une­
backer and some help In the second­
ary. 

There is atso a StT'Ong bunch of Une-­
backers, starting with Tim Green of 
Syracuse, Tim Harris of Memphis 
State, Kevin Murphy of Oklahoma, 
Joe Kelly ol Wa.sblngton and John or­
ferdahl of Western Michigan. Three 
or more ca1ld go ln the first round. 

Trades. of course. reshuffle every­
body·~ UUnJd11g. T11ese are a few of 
the possJbilties teams have been djs­
cussed: 

'!The Giants and Chargers talked 
about Gary Zimmerman, rhe offen­
sive Uneman from the Unl1ed States 
Football League, whom the Giants 
took in a supplement.al draft. The 
Giants want one of San Diego's firs-r. 
round picks, the 13th or l◄th, In ex­
change for their pick in the first round 
and the rights 10 Zimmerman. whom 
rhe Chargers like as a guard or cen. 
ter. 

'I lithe Chiefs get Long, they might 
trade BUI KeMey. their able backup 
quarterback, to th• Buffalo BUls for 
the nnnlng back Joe Cribbs. 

CJMarc Wilson. the sometimes 
beleaguered quarterback for the 
Raiders, could end up with the Eagles 
If the Eagles give the Raiders a 
player they can use. A deal has been 
held up because the Eagles want to 
gtve tbe Raiders a second .. and a 
fourth-round pick .. The Raiders want 
the Eagles' first pick. 

CJToe Rams. who aren't enamored 
by anyone beyond the top 10 players 
for a first-round pick. have offered 
the 2Jd pick to the Chargers for the 
Cha,-gen' picks In the second and 
thlrdiound, the 4◄th and 71st choices. 

4Jlf the ◄Oerc can•t trade with 
Tampa Bay for Jackson, they will 
probably trade down. The guy they 
want Is ROMie Hannon, a running 
back from Bayside, Queens and Iowa 
who sbould still be around late In the 
first l"OWld. His brother. Derrick. also 
a running back, has been with the 
49ers for two years. 

TM draft Is deep enough that most 
teams should get some h~lp within 
the first three rounds, although It 
doesn't have much to offer in the way 
of lighl ends, centers. safeUes and 
kickers. Scott Gieselman of Boston 
College may be the best tight end 
available, Gary Walker of Boston 
Universl1:y the best center. 

Five teams - the Red.skins, Pack­
ers, the Broncos, the Browns and the 
Dolphins - do not get sta.rted unUI 
the second round. The Bengals wlll be 
the busiest, with 17 picks, Including 
eight In the first four rounds. Tbe 
Chargers- have 10 in the first five 
rounds. The 49ers. who have had the 
fewest picks in two of the three prevl• 
ous drafts, and the Browns have that 
distlnctlon this LJme, each with nine 
choices. 
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