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If Penn State, undefeated and ranked No. 1, wins the Orange Bowl
Wednesday night, the issue of who is No. 1 for this season will be
settled. But if the Nittany Lions lose to heavily favored Oklahoma,
there will be a seramble for the final top ranking in the news-
agency polls that will become public midday Thursday.

Penn State, which gained its first final No. 1 ranking for the 1982
season, will get unanimous endorsement as the No. 1 team if it wins

the Orange Bowl

Oklahoma, ranked second by United Press International and third
by The Associated Press, expects to be No. 1 if it beats Penn State.
But there is a big blemish on the Sconers’ record: the one loss was
administered by Miami, 27-14, at Norman, Okla., last Oct. 19.

Miami, which has won 10 consecutive games since losing its opener
to Florida by 35-23 last Sept. 7, claims it should be No. 1if it beats
Tennessee in the Sugar Bowl and if Oklahoma wins the Orange
Bowl. Miami is ranked second by A.P. and fourth by U.PI.

Then there is Iowa out in the Rose Bowl. The once-beaten
Hawkeyes are probably not serious contenders for No. 1, but they
may get a lot of votes if they beat U.C.L.A. in the Rose Bowl and
Penn State loses.

Texas A&M and Auburn, the Cotton Bowl foes, cannot be No. 1; nor
can Michigan and Nebraska, the Fiesta Bowl teams.
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Should Oklahoma, Miamiand Iowa all win, there may be the first
split in the news-agency rankings since the 1978 final polls when
Alabama was A.P's No. 1 choice and Southern Cal was U.PL's
selection.

Following is a look at the major bowls: Orange Bowl Penn State
(11-0) vs. Oklahoma (10-1) Kickoff: 8 PM., at Miami, NRC-TV
Ranking: Penn State - A.P. 1; U.PL 1; The New York Times
Computer 1. Oklahoma - A.P. 3; U.RI. 2; The Times 3. U.C.L.A-A.P.
14; UPI. Coaches: Penn State - Joe Paterno. Oklahoma - Barry
Switzer. UU PLAYERS T0O WATCH Penn State - Offense: (10)
Massimo Manca, PK; (14] John Shaffer, QB; (33) Steve Smith, FB;
(42) D. 1. Dozier, TB; (44) Tim Manoa, FB; (56) Keith Radecic, C;
(63) Todd Moules, G. Defense: (31) Shane Conlan, OLB; (43)
Michael Zordich, Hero; (95) Rogers Alexander, ILB.

Oklahoma - Offense: (4) Jamelle Holieway, QB: (20) Spencer
Tillman, LHB; (31) Tim Lashar, PK; (45) Lydell Carr, FB; (63) Eric
Pope, LT; (68) Anthony Phillips, RT; (88) Keith Jackson, TE.
Defense: (8) Sonny Brown, SS; (39) Kevin Murphy, RE; (40)
Darrell Reed, LE; (44) Brian Bosworth, SLB; (92) Tony Casillas,
NG.

UU ANALYSIS No team has been the consensus No. 1 choice twice
in four seasons or less since Oklahoma in 1955 and 1956. Penn
State, which was the consensus No. 1in 1982, can match the
Oklahoma feat if it wins. But this undefeated Penn State team is
still too suspect enough to be the underdog. The Nittany Lions
struggled through their first six games, which they won by an
average of 4 points, taking three by 2 points. Then they began o
roll but never against a defense like Oklahoma's.

John Shaffer, the junior quarterback, has completed only 45.2
percent of his passes and will be going against the nation's No. 1
passing defense that allowed 43.7 percent completions and 103.6
yards a game. But Shaffer is a winner: He has won 54 consecutive
starts since he was in the seventh grade. The last 13 are Penn State
starts. D. J. Dozier, the junior tailback, apparently is no longer
bothered by the separated elbow suffered in the finale last Nov. 23
at Pitt. Joe Paterno, finishing his 20th season as coach, stresses
that his defense won the close games this season. Penn State's
hopes may depend upon how Keith Radecic, the senior center,
handles Tony Casillas, the unanimous all-America nose guard, and
how the Penn State's alternating fullbacks, Steve Smith and Tim
Manoa, block the excellert linebackers such as Brian Bosworth,

also an all-American.

The Oklahoma coach, Bairy Switzer, has one of the best defenses in
recent seasons. It leads the country in total defense, allowing an
average 193.5 yards a game; is first in pass defense and is second
in scoring defense, permiiting 8.5 points a game. Besides Casillas
and Bosworth, Kevin Muiphy, the right end, is also a standout.

Oklahoma runs from the traditional wishbone that is smoothly
directed by a freshman, Jamelle Holieway, who took over when
Troy Aikman suffered a broken ankle against Miami in the fourth
game. The Sooners are the No. 3 nationally in rushing, averaging
335.8 yards a game, with fast running backs and trick plays. Look
out for that end-round with the tight end Keith Jackson. It was the
play that helped defeat Nebraska, 27-7. Sugar Bowl Miami (10-1) vs.
Tennessee (8-1-2) Kickoff: 8 PM. E.S.T., at New Orleans, ABC-TV.
Ranking: Miami - A.P. 2; U.PL 4; The Times 2. Tennessee - A.P. 8;
U.P.I 8; The Times 16. Coaches: Miami - Jimmy Johnson.
Tennessee - Johnny Majors. UU PLAYERS TO WATCH Miami -
Offense: (14) Vinny Testaverde, QB; (24) Warren Williams, HB;
(30) Alonzo Highsmith, FB; (47) Mike Irvin, FL; (74) Gregg
Rakoczy, C; (84) Willie Smith, TE. Defense: (32) Selwyn Brown,
SS; (45) George Mira Jr.,, MLB; (92) Winston Moss, SLB; (98)
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at Oklahoma - a defense that is hard to budge. The Wolverines are
in the Fiesta Bowl largely because they kept players such as
Lorenzo White of Michigen State to fewer than 50 yards rushing
and contained the passing of Jack Trudeau of 1llinois and Jim
Everett of Purdue.

Mike Hammerstein, a unanimous all-America selection at tackle,
leads the defense that turned a 6-6 team into the surprise of the Big
Ten. The offense is led by Jim Harbaugh, who was No. 1 inthe
nation in passing efficiency. The senior from California has a 12-2-1
record in games he finished without injury. A broken leg was the
worst of his injuries. Bo Sthembechler may have done his best
coaching job in the 17 seasons. The Wolverines were not ranked in
the preseason news-agency polls.

Nebraska can run as it has in the past. Dong DuBose, the latest of
the fine tailbacks, is ninthin the country in rushing. He is the spark
of this attack that is tops in the land in rushing yardage and second
in total offense. This is the fourth time in the last six seaosns that
Nebraska has led the nation in rushing offense. Nebraska, however,
does not have a passing attack. Yet Nebraska had more than 50
points in each of three games this season and went over 40 points
five times to finish the regular season averaging 36.2 points a
game. That is a formidable challenge for any defense -even
Michigan's, which was the stingiest team in the nation, giving up
()llly 6.8 p()lIllS a game.
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