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Two New Yorkers, Ronnie Hannoo, wttb cap, and his brother, Kevin, near lowa campus In Iowa Ci ty. 

By MALCOLM MORAN 

IOWACfTY 

TH£ goalpost wu going to come 
down as sure[y as a football had 
just passed between its UJ> 

rights, an official's gun had signaled 
the end of the game. and the Iowa 
Rawkeyes had beaten Michigan to 
preserve the top rar.:king In the na. 
tion. The state of IOTf3 was shaking 
with joy. The north end of Kinnick 
Stadium was an epicenter of gold and 
bteck, the wre made up of football 
players and the rest a mass of stu

dents and fans. The circle was grow
Ing with each second. spreading from 
sideline to sideline, and very soon. 
without any doubt, the north goalpost 
would be swallowed. 

Before that could llappen, RonnJe 
Harmon Oed. 

Three years ago, when he was a 
freshman from a place where football 
games hardly cornmald a prominent 
place in the social life of a high 
school . Hannon stopped to watch an 
Iowa goalpost fall . He had grown up 
in New York. but he had never seen 
a nything like Iowa City on a football 
Saturday ... People were just going 
crazy, .. he said then. ·• I mean. wow. I 
never saw so many people in my 
life." 

Now, three years later, in his senJor 
season, he gets out of their way. "I 
dldn't know I was goif',g to be lhe No. 1 
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ConlJnued From Page I 

tailback on lhe No. t team in the na• 
tion. •· Harmon said last week. " U jusl 
happened ... 

!-'our or tne five brothers of the Har• 
mon family from Laurelton, Queens, 
played football at Baysid<l High 
School, and all four have continued 
their rootball careers. Football had 
been a f amily project going back to 
the Sunday morning games even be-
fore high school, when their father 
would wash their uniforms and their 
mother wouJd make dinner. 

For three of the four, football is no 
longer an exira<,u.n1cular activity. 
Gref, the oldest at 24, plays for a 
sem,pro team in Brooklyn. Denick. 
w·ho at one tJme rejected the football 
establishment and considered giving 
up the SPon to concentrate on studies 
at Cornell. plays for the San Fran. 
cisco ◄9ers and became the host of the 
family reunion last January when the 
49ers reached the Super Bowl. 

Ronnie and Kevin, the Hawkeye 
taUbac.ks, hope to be hos'ts for the 
next reunion in Pasadena on N ew 
Year's Day. They joined a growing 
number of eastern players to become 
Hawkeyes, making a decision that 
went agalnst the grain of the philoso
phy of many New York City P= 
grams. The thinking at many city 
schools, lncludlng Bayside, was that a 
player"s future is more secure at a 
smaller school, closer to home, than 
ot a place half a continent away 
where his name occupies the ninth 
spot on some depth chan. Even some 
exceptional talents have been advised 
to seek small ponds. 

The youngest Harmons, Ronnie and 
Kevin, had another idea. They just 
had no Idea or the size of thi$ pond. 
Black and gold mesh replicas of 
Ronnie's Jersey, No. 31, rut on 
hangars In sporting good stores, 
available for $29.99. Minicams fonn 
sem.Jclrcles a.rowld tum on Saturday 
afternoons and record his lhoug)tts. 
The telephone in their dormftory 
apartment is attached to an answer~ 
inJt a:aachlne, which is often turned on 
when they are home to screen tele,. 
phone calls. Women approach them, 
and S'mlle. and make small talk. 

Ronnie Harmon has gained 826 
yards In Iowa's first eight games. He 
bas also gained a greater sense of 
Identity while operating within an In
dustry that does not always encour
age that. And he says the attention 
makes him fee.I uncomfortable. ··1 
stay away from ft." he said, "so I can 
stay the person that I am. If I~ go 
out. 1 don't say too much. 1 guess I'm 
scared of cbanglng. 1 don"t want to 
change. 1 want to stay who 1 am. If 
you're exposed toa lot of what's going 
on on a college campus, it can affect 
you. I don't want to let jtatfectme." 

He says he Just wants co do his Job. 
"I dldn't say, ·rm here just 10 play 
football,·" Ronnie said. "I'm here 10 
play football and go to sdlool, but it's 
going to be a business. You"ve got to 
spend your time wisely. You've go110 
study. You've got to think like you're 
a business person working on the Job. 
'tt•s just got to be that way. 

"Football got you out he.re, but 
school is going to keep you here. You 
fail, then you're our. It's a business. 
You can't do one without the other. 
You can"t work without getting paid. 
You•ve got to work to get paid. We·'re 
workµlg, and we're getting pa.id. " 

He meant they were compensated 
with an education. 

"A free education." Kevin said. 
"You"re not given any free educa. 

t.ion," RonnJe sa.id. "I don't think 
you're given anything free. Nobody 
gives you anything free. Just because 
you play football doesn't mean 
they're giving you school for free. If 
you don't play football, then you can"t 
go to school. So what are they gjving 
you free? You're working on the job. 
You go there, play football, that's 
your Job. A lot of people don'1 Wlder
stand, that's your Job right there. 
Without that job. you have no school. 
To say that"s free, that's crazy." 

"He's a competitor," Derrick said 
by phone from his home in the Bay 
area. "What he wants most is produc. 
tion on game day. What goes on In t,e. 
tween is not of extreme importance to 
n.tm. He loves Ute Challmg:t::. nm,·~ 
what keeps him alive. He's realized 
that part of his character, to be able 
to say, 'This might interfere wtth 
what I am.'•• 

Derrick could appreciate the value 
of taJdng a stand. Because among the 
r-ball-playlng membe?Sof the Har
mon household, he took the flr$1one. 

• 
Kevin remembered beillg outraged 

when his brother decided to quit. 
KeVi.n was about to start his freshman 
year at Bayside when Denick, a 
sophomore at Cornell majoring In 
electrical eng!neerlnl!, decided that 
I-ball was occupying too much of 
his time. Early on. Denick was not 
boppy with the football business -
the way recrulters would drag hlm 
out of classes at Bayside during the 
day and sit 1n his famlly*s llome late 
at night. "Football doesn't rate that 
lllgh on my priority chan," Denick 
said three ye.an ago, during his sen. 
lor season at Cornell. He had been a 
quarterback at Bayside but insisted 
on playing running back In college be
cause the demands on hls time were 
not so gtUt. 

StUI, he felt a struggle for his mind 
be.tween athletics and academics. 
Derrick felt the Cornell practice 
schedule Umlted his academic 
growth. "I'd see these exciting 
classes ln engineering,•· he remem
bered. "and I couldn't take them.•· 

At the start of his sophomore year, 
for the first seven days of practice. 
Derrick stayed home. HtS younger 
brothers were not talkJ.ng to hlm,. "1 
looked up to him," Kevin said. "He 
wasn't just my brother, he was a per
son I looked up to. Because he can do 
both thing$. Not too many people can 
do both things. He had that little extra 
something that most people don't 
have. He had that extn stuff to 
achiCVe ln both, to pu.t the time in,. He 
had o desire to achieve. You can't buy 
that. You·ve got to have it." 

Finally, Derrick approacbed them 
and asked for their opinions. 

• 'They believed that with success In 
both I could begin to see growth In 
both," Derrick said. ''I COUid see how 
there was some troth in that. t dJd 
better during the f-ball teaS<ln than 
I did during the offseason." 

"He said be went back to prove to 
us that you can do both," Kevin said. 
"You can do well In school and also do 
well on the !-ball field. I guess be 
was right, too. because It worked." 

"Maybe," Ronnie wondered out 

Joud. "he had to prove to hlmsetf that 
he could do both. Maybe he wasn't let
ting us down. Maybe he was letting 
himself down. Look at tum now." 

That was actually Derrick's second 
stand. Th,. firs.t c:m-, w35 the decision 
to attend Cornell, o·,er Syracuse and 
Rutgers. "I djdn't know how tmpor. 
tant ac:e.demics was to him when he 
made that decision," Kevln said. "I 
saw what was hJs first priority. 
School was. Football was second. A 
big second. I gu1'$$ When be played •• 
Cornell, and more and more he got a 
chance to play and got looked at by 
scouts, he felt he could have both. He 
could have hls dream. I'll bet his 
dream was to pl.ay pro football . 
Everybody's dream ts to play pro 
football, If you play football." 

Derrick wanted !o play running 
back because he needed the extra 
time to :,tudy. Ronnie wanted to play 
running back for a dlfferent reason. 
"He wants to get his hands on the 
baJI," Bernie Wyatt sakl. 

Wyatt is an Iowa assistant coach 
who was born in Brooklyn, became a 
high school sta.r In Amityville, L. I.. 
and has attracted high school talent 
co the heartland. His pjtch comtstS of 
a more relaxed exist·ence in a pla« 
that p,ossesses the excitement of a 
large college town, the CUitural at• 
tractions of a city, tile academic op. 
portu.nities of a major university and 
a warm sense of co:nmunity that is 
not ordlnarily found on subway plat. 
forms. 

Which Is an very nJce. but it is not 
what Ronnie Harmo1 wanted to bear. 
He wanted to hear about playing run-
ninJ back. During bis SMior year in 
hlgll school, in whlu he gained 1,218 
yards, one recruiting visit to Iowa 
City was all Ronnle needed to see. He 
went home, picked up a telephone, 
and dialed the number of a Syracuse 
assistaJ\t to say he ":US on his way lO 
Syracuse. But the line was busy. and 
Ronnie reconsidered. Iowa bad said 
the magic words - running back. He 
also realized that hiss,,nse of purpose 
would be helped there because he 
would have fewer fritnels there, fewer 
parties, fewer distrtctions. 

• 
Every0ne was haJ:Py untll the day 

at practice when Ror.n.ie Harmon was 
caught catching foolballs. 

He was so good that Hayden Fry, 
the head coach, felt Hannon could 
start at wingback. ne fr,,,;hman was 
brought to the coac•·s office, where 
he was asked to consider becomlnjl a 
wingback. "I knew what was gomg 
on," Ronnie said . "I wasn't naIV- at 
all." 

He went to Wyatt, who had said he 
would be a tailback. There was noth
ing Wyatt could do. Eventually, 
RonnJe came to realize th.at the move 
created an earlier oppommlcy to 
play, added 10 his sldlls, and in
creased his worth to professional 
teams. At the tlme, the freshman was 
furious. And the helplessness of the 
assistant coach who had promised 
him the chance 10 play tailback 
helped Intensify Hannon'• already
businesslike approach. 

.. He said he coulon 't do anything 
for me." Ronnie said .. That hurt me. 
From that day, 1 knew you have to be 
you.r own person. You caJ'l't tum to 
anybody, because they can't help you. 
Toe guy that recruJu you tells you he 
can't help you. Now what do you do? 

f~ :;, \ Oerr1ck Harmon 
Co,nell 1 981 ,83 
AU purpose 3.800 

. ':i 
- ~ -- -' \ ' 

rushing 3.074 
receiving 679 l -kick returns 42 . ~·~ punt returns 5 ,t • Ii 
Ronnie Hannon t~- -Iowa • 982-85 

4,356 

Wr
• . .., .. All purpose 

rushing 1.931 
,. 

receiving 1.763 •. 
k ick relurns 662 r,,_ • .,,. 

punt returns 0 . ' 
Kevin Harmon 
Iowa 1984-85 , 
All purpose 170 ? 
rushJng 145 
receiving 25 
kick roturns 
punt rotums 

You're out here by yourself. I said, 
'Fine. I'll make It by myself.'" 

Last season, the tailback posltlon 
became available and was finally hJs. 
He gained 9/Yl yards and was voted 
most vaJuable player by hi:S team• 
mates despite missing the last four 
games with a broken leg. 

Nevertheless, RoMle's pragmatic 
approach to his business has resulted 
In a few public relations problems. 

"That"s wf?r people think I have a 
bad attitude,,' he said. "I've come to 
the point where I want to do what's 
right for me. 1 th.ink coming out of 
New York, you"ve got to bean indiVid~ 
uaJ. Coming out here, there's a lot or 
people that hang In a group. If you 
hang In a group In New York, you'll 
never accompUsh anything. You"ve 
got to make your mistakes and team 
from them. I'm not scared to take 
chances. My chance was coming out 
here ... 

There are indJcations that off the 
lield the Rarmons are respected but 
not necessarily admired. A recent 
story in The Dally Iowan dealt with 
the idea of placing college athletes on 
a payroll. An argument against It was 
built In part on the description ol the 
Harmon brothers, dressed in lhelr 
New York~bought leather outfits, roll
ing around town on their motor scoot• 
ers. Ronnie emerged a~er the Michi• 
gan game in a black leather jacket, 
leather pant3, gold chains and h•rge 
wraparound s~asses that he wears 
day and night. 

"l wear my glasses alJ the time." 
RonnJesaid. ''I wOUld oever wear my 
glasses tn New York. What for? Here, 
everybody's basicalJy wearing the 
same thing. Let's all of us go down 
and get the same thing. Now. If you 
wear something different, you can't 
bein with the group. I don't wanttobe 
in with a group. I want to be me. I 
want to be an Individual. I want to be 
Ronnie, wl\atever RonriJe is.•• 

Thls sense of fashion may not at~ 
tract a second glance on Eighth 
Street In Greenwich VIilage, but It Is 
not unnoticed in downtown Iowa City. 

0 They figure you come from New 
York, they f igure you don't have any 
parents," Ronnie said. "That's terri• 
ble. You can't have anything. Espe.. 

Tbe New YOB n,-1~ vtd Z,,&unlJC 

Roanle Harmon, above r!gbt, and 
Kevfn on farm near Iowa campus. 
Derrtclt wllh his Porscbenear lhe 
49e,s' pnctlce field lo Redwood 
City, Calif. 

elally that we're blac.k, too. coming 
out of New York. It ls predominantly 
white in the West. You're not sup-. 
p,osed to dress thJs way. you 're not 
supposed to have certain things that 
other people would have. That's kind 
or sad. That's O.K. They can think 
that way.•• 

The brothers have different views 
on the value of life here. "You enjoy 
Ufe when It's this stow," Kevin said. 
"You have time to think abOut things 
that you wouldn't have in New York." 

"It made me appreciate New York 
more," Ronnie saJd. "I don't take 
thingz for granted anymore ... 

The two were sitting ln a fast-food 
plaoe downtown when two young 
women approached. Ronnie stood up 
to talk, white Kevin sat back and 
smiled. RoMle's repartee was pWlc
tuated by a high-pitched cackle. One 
of the women was not amu.sed. 

"Why are you looking at me like 
I'm crazy?" Ronnie finally asked. 

··vou just think you're so cool." she 
said. 

He said goodbye and wished her a 
nice day. She pushed the door open 
and went out Into the night. • 

"See that?" Ronnie Harmon said. 

Michigan Tied, 3-3, 
As Illini Kick Fails 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill., Nov. 2 (UPI) -
Chrts White's 374 yard field.goal at
tempt for lllinOis With 4 seconds left 
was partially blocked and bounced off 
the c~ba.r as MJchigan and !Ulnols 
lied, 3-3. In a Big Ten game. 1be Ile 
left Michigan at 6-1-1 over all and 3-1-
1 in the ccnference; rmnois is 44-1 

Midwest 
passes with no Interceptions, passed 
Jim McMahOn of Brigham Young Into 
third place With a 63-yard touchdown 
to Greg Neehan in the third quarter. 

u ~ect Ben Bennett of Duke 
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