
From Bayside High to 49ers 
The education of Derrick Harmon 

took a different turn last winter, 
a direction that bas little to do 

with achieving a degree In engineer• 
iDg physics at Cornell. Last winter 
Harmon attended two seminarS to 
learn about a business that bas often, 
to bis disappointment, interfered With 
the business of getting an education. 

Be went to seminars on profes
sional football, lnvitatioo-only affairs 
ln Seattle and New Orleans. These 
were much more than tryout camps. 
These were places where dozens of 
players were examined, drilled, chal
lenged, filmed, studied, compared 
and evaluated. In those antiseptic set
tings, far from the bands and the 
emotion of lining up for the big game, 
all those athletes discovered how 
much marketablllty they possessed, 
or how little. 

And what Derrick Harmon learned 
was that be belonged. 

"It opened my eyes," he said. "All 
I really wanted was an opportUnlty, 
and after the camps, I was convinced 
that was all I needed." 

He has since convinced others. Har
mon, a n.llltb-1'0Wld choice of the San 
Francisco 49ers, the 248th playei- se
lected In the draft, will play against 
the Giants on Salwday in bls first 
playoff game. Be rushed 39 times for 
192 yards in the regular season, and 
returned 13 kickoffs for an average of 
T/.5 yards. 

In his prog.ES;,ion from Bayside 
BJgh School in Queens to Cornell to a 
super Bowl c:ontender, Hannon has 
helped reverse the feellog that foot
ball teams should not look to New 
York City high scbools or Ivy League 
colleges for their talent. 

When Harmon was at Cornell and 
Bayside, be felt strongly that the foot
ball business was not yet supposed to 
be a business, and be went through an 

• Gains Recognition 
"It's very gratifying to be recog. 

nlzed. I worked for it for a long time. 
If you play bad, you pt critldzed. 
Sometime you do good and no one no
tices. So I'll remember th1a because 
someone ls noticing what I'm dolq." 

In the past, lt was easy to overlook 
Burt. In his first seuon, he played 
mostly on special teems In his sec
ond and third •easms, IJe started on 
and off because Bill Nelll, the regu
lar, was often hurt. 

Then Burt becam,. lllcapacltated, 
too. A hemlated disk sidelined him 
for the last nine games of the 1983 sea
son and threatened his career. En
zyme treatment In the otfaeuon dia
solved the d.lsk. and Burt's back has 
&lven him no turther trouble. 

Burt ls the constant in a d~tensive 
line that often c:ha.qes from play to 
play. On first downs and when a nm 1B 
expected, the defensl-ve ends are usu
ally CUrtls McGrUf and Leonard Mar
shall, and sometimes Dee Hardlsan. 
When a pass ls expected, McGrtff and 
Marshall often give way to Geotge 
Martlll and Casey Merrtll. 

But run or pass, tired or not, Burt ts 
almost always there at nose tac:kle. 

Be ts happy with the Job, happy with 
hls team. 

"I like where we are naw," be sald. 
"We've had some ,reat games. 
We've also bad some dlsappointlllg 
games. But the &ealOl1 Isn't over." 

Jim Burt sometimes e1'aggP.rates 
and sometimes invents scenarl~ and 
sometimes tells tall tales. But be Is 
serious about football. 

"Remember what I'm telling you," 
be said. "We are a good team when 
we play with intea.slty and excite
ment. When we do that, we can beat 
anyone. Anyone." 

Taylor Brulles Tblab 
Lawrence Taylor, the Giants' most 

celebrated player, bruised h1a right 
thlah during practice today at Fresno 
State University and Umped off the 
field before practice had ended. The 
injury appeared ml.nor, and there was 
no indication the an.pro outside ~ 
backer would be hampered on Sat\lr• 
da.Y. Taylor's thigh was treated on the 
sideline and later ill a trainer'• room. 
Taylor was not llmplng after h1s 
treatment. 

uneasy acceptance. "Football doesn't 
rate that hlgl\on my priority chart," 
be said two years ago. 

He resented a recruiting process 
that f01ced him to miss class time 
and spend bcurs at night talking to 
persistent strangers. Be wanted to . 
play n.umiDg back at Cornell after a 
high school career as a quarterback 
of the Commodores, because of the 
fewer deman:!s on a running back's 
time. 

Ce ln the summ.er before his sopho
more year at Cornell, Harmon 
decided be bad had enough. Be 

told his brothers, Ronnie and Kevin, 
who were thea at Bayside, that he bad 
decided not to play football. After 
missing seven days of camp, Derrick 
returned, be said, partly to demon
strate to his brothers that It was pos
sible to sucx:eed on a field each satur
~ and in a classroom from Monday 
througb Frichy. 

Bis· career total of 3,004 yards at 
Cornell ls second only to that of Ed 
Ma.ciDaro. Ile was graduated with a 
3.5 grade-point average (out of 4.0). 
Kevin Barman, a reserve quarter
back anc.t tal11>aclt at Iowa this year, 
gained an average of 6.8 yards in 10 
carries and thew for one touchdown. 
Ronnie Harmon gained 907 yards and 
scored 11 t~chdowns in bis junior 
sea.son despite being limited to nine 
games by a broken leg. He was 
named second-team all-American by 
The Sportug News and earned 
honorable mention from The Associ
ated Press. 

Onoe, Ronrde Hannon heard advice 
from his older brother. But as Der
rick's professional QPPOrtunity drew 
near,hewasa.bletohearfrom Ronnie 
that the b~g-tlme ls not necessarily 
that much tagger. "Evexy time we 
spoke," Derrick said, "he always 
said the level of Blg Ten players was 
not something extraordinary. Be 
said, 'Hey, :)0\1 could do it.' Be's al
w~ ~ _S'.IJ?p0rtiV~. " 

Now footbil.ll is a job, not an intru
si.on. " Wbeff&S the oollege life is un
derstood to be an amateur activity," 
Harmon sa,id, "that in theory ts sup. 
posed to be fun for all wbo partici
pate, and beneficial for all who par-

.. 

Denick Harmoa 

tlcipate. Those are the things l began 
to question when I went to college. 
When I came out of high school I bad 
the illusion of bow football is sup
posed to be on the college level. I un
derstood pro football to be what it ls." 

Even before he arrived, be under
stood the professional game to 
be a business in which manage

ment must exert pressure on its em
ployees to produce. What Harmon did 
110t understand early in his career at 
Cornell was bow similar. the pres- • 
sures of the college game could be. 
"It's so close," be said, "there's not a 
great deal of differenc:e there. Toe 
pressures a college player and a pro 
football player face are pretty much 
the saIDe. Pro football is pretty much 
the'way I unagined it to be. I'm com
paring what is, and what I thought it 
would be, right now. It's one of the 
tbings l'm going through." 

1bough the odds of making the 
United States Football League aught 
have seemed more In bis favor last 
winter, Harmon chose the N.F.L. for 
the rarest of reasons - because a 
spring season would have delayed the 
completion of bis degree require
ments. Sometime soon, after the sea
son is over, be plans to consider what 
will be done with that degree. For 
now, bis plans extend little further 
than a kickoff Saturday. Soon the 
range will reach a little longer, be
yond bis pro career. 

"I'm getting a little older now," 
said Derrick Harmon, aRe 21. 
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