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IOWA DEFEATS PENN STATE, 
42-34 

By Gordon S, White Jr., Special To the New Yortt nmH 

Stpt.18. I!& 

see ti)) Miele in it$ orignal CXtllext from 
Septerr.ber 18, 1983:, Section S. Pl:igt 1 8uy RC)rints 
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This is a digitized ,•ersion of an article from The llmes'S print archive, before the 
Sf<lrl of onlinc pubrie<rfi()n in 199G. ·Jb preserve these articles «s the:, original~ 

avv<ared, Th, 11,r.es does not lllLCr, edit or uf)dare them. 

Ootosionerlly the digitization vnxus introduces tn:mscriptkm erro,-s or other 

problems; ,ve nre ex>nLinuing to work 10 imprOvt Lhese archived versions. 

Penn State today becruue only the second major college football 

team in history to open with three straight defeats after being 

named the top team for the previous season. 

Iowa became the latest team to humble the Nittany Lions as the 

Hawkeyes rallied in a wild game to win, 42-34, before 84,628 at 

Beaver Stadium. Penn State lost to Nebraska ( 44-6) and Cincinnati 
(14-3) earlier. 

Texas Christian, undefeated and ranked No. I i n 1938, opened the 

1939 season with four straight losses. No other team that was 

ranked No. 1 in either The Associated Press poll, which started in 
1936, or the United Press International poll, which started in 1950, 

got ofl to so poor a start. 

Chuck Long, Iowa's quarterback, did most or the damage to the 

sluggish Penn State defense by completing 16 of 30 passes for an 

Iowa game record of 345 yards. This was also an individual passing 

yardage record for Beaver Stadium, where such fine quarterbacks 

as Todd Blackledge, Chuck Fusina, Milt Plum and John Hufnagel 

have played for Penn State and Roger Staubach or Navy, Gary 

Beban of U.C.L.A., Jim Kelly of Miami of Florida, Dan Marino of 
Pittsburgh and Boomer Esiason of Maryland have played for the 
opposition. 

Long threw for two touchdowns and scored once on a 5-yard option 
keeper-run over the left side. Long's yardage was the single largest 
comrIDutlon to a game lllat produced 1,079 yards of total offense DY 
the two teoms (587 for !own nnd 492 for Penn Smte). 

Owen Gill, Iowa's junior tailback from ·n.tden High School in 
Brooklyn, rus11ed for 131 yarcls. 
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Doug Strang, who star ted again as Penn State's quarterback, had 

his best clay, completing 17 or 36 passes ror 254 yards and 3 

touchdowns. 

Entering lhisseason, which began on Aug. 29 against Nebraska, i t 

was [el l Lhat Penn StaLe'ssLrong aud rairly experienced dclense 

woulrl keep the team on tmck while the orrense round iLselr behind 

a new quarterback. 

But Iowa continued to destroy lhat myth. And Coach Joe Paterno, 

who was nol happy, said: "This is the poorest tackling football 

team I 've ever been ass0<ialed with." 

Onlyonco beforo in tho 18s:g::u;ont undor 1);1.tQrno h;1.~ Pc;mn St;:ito 

lost three in a row. Those were the second, third and fourth games 

or 1976 and Iowa beat Penn Stale, 7-6, in that losing streak. Penn 

State has not lost its first lhree games since 1964 when the Nittany 

Lions recovered for a 7-4 record. No preVious Penn State team 

scored 34 or more points and lost the game. 'All Emotional Week' 

Paterno said: "This has been a very emotional week. We thought 

we were going to win the game.'' 

Penn State may have thought it had a chance when it led, 7-0, after 

a coslly mistake by Long gave the Lions a chance ln the !!rst two 

minutes of the game, PellJI State kept thinking it might win when it 

led, 21- 14, at intermission and by 28-21 after less than lour minutes 

or the third period. 

But Penn State could not wntain Long or his good runners and lost 

the ball on two big fumbles to set up the two Iowa touchdowns that 

decided the game. Strang Fumbles 

Leading, 28-21, Penn State turned the ball over when D. J, Dozier, a 

freshman tailback, fumbled and Iowa recovered. On the next play, 

Long completed a 46-yard pass to Dave Mori tz to put the ball on 

the Lions· 5. Long went left into the end zone off the option on the 

next play. Tom Nichol's frurU, or six conver sions Lied the score al 

28. 

Seven plays later, Strang was sacked and he fumbled, Iowa again 

recovered and again, on Lle first play after the turnover, Long 

connected for 39 yards to Gill, who had 61 yards on 3 receptions. On 

the next play, a lot or Penn State tacklers had a shot at Norm 

Granger, ll1e fullback, butnone was successful as he went 23 yards 

for the touchdown and a 35-28 lead. 

Long put icing on the cake with a perfect 77-yard touchdown 

connection to Ronnie Hannon, a wingback. He beat Mark Fruehan 

at the 31 ror Lhe catch and ran down the sideline for Lhe score. 

Playing the way its defense did today and with three losses thus 

far, Penn State will be llard pressed to avoid 11aving its first losing 

5C05on since 1338. 

Kenny Jackson, Penn $tale's excellent receiver, who had only 2 
catches today ror 19 yards and I touchdown, said, " I know we are 

going LO come oul of iL V/hen we do, il's going LO be a great 

feeling." 
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